THE HOMEWARD FLIGHT
and heavier layers of atmosphere, and travelling without
difficulty at maximum speed. To resist the low temperature
and rarefied atmosphere, oxygen will be provided, and the
enclosed passenger 'planes will be fitted with it so that they
may soar to a height of six or seven miles, well above all
ordinary directional traffic.
"With this rapid advance in aircraft industry, the demand
will naturally arise for ground engineers, aerodrome, managerial
and executive staff, supply services, and technical grades of
every kind. It is impossible to over-estimate the importance of
the ground staff, reliability, safety, and economy—three
foundation stones on which the goodwill of aviation must be
erected—depend upon their efficiency. It is true to say that the
man on the ground keeps the machines in the air.
"To meet this demand for trained and competent personnel
which will be required in numbers in the immediate future, is
the raison Sttn of the College of Aeronautical Engineering, in
conjunction with which, as we have seen, the Everest flight
was initiated. The College, the first of its kind in the world, is
located at Brooklands and Chelsea in London, and has been
rather aptly termed the 'University of the Air/ It has an inter-
national character, for the students are not only British and
Indian, but Continental as well, and the diploma granted to
successful graduates at the close of the two and a half years*
training will be a degree in aerial engineering, and all that
pertains to civil and commercial aviation.
"It is clear that India is not only becoming air-minded, but
there is a pronounced desire on the part of Indians to acquire a
sound grasp of civil and commercial aviation, and to see it
developed on lines commensurate with the status and needs of
India."
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